Yeshivat Maharat Pre-Ordination Reflections

8 Tammuz 5773 ~ June 16, 2013

Chalom Chalamnu: It’s not always that dreams are fulfilled – but here we are.
Our hearts are full with overflowing joy, as we experience this moment.  

Me’et Hashem hayta zot, hi nifla be’eineinu – This is the Lord’s doing, it is wondrous in our eyes.
We offer gratitude to God, ze hayom asah Hashem, me’et Hashem hayta zot. 
Ze hayom asah Hashem negila venismecha bo.  This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.

We offer appreciation to the many, many people who brought us to this day – our dean Rabba Sara Hurwitz, a true hero, who has carried herself with dignity and led brilliantly; our beloved Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Jeffrey Fox; the great talmid chacham Rabbi Daniel Sperber; as well as Blu Greenberg who dreamt this dream decades ago; and the Orthodox rabbis and congregations that have welcomed women as synagogue religious leaders.  
Achronot achronot chavivot, we feel tremendous pride in our students at Yeshivat Maharat, and of course our first graduates, Ruth, Abby and Rachel.  I’ve been deeply moved and inspired by each of you.  I hope you feel the support, the excitement, the profound respect and good wishes of this overflowing crowd.  I know I speak for everyone when saying to you me’omek libi, me’omek libeinu, from the depths of our hearts, todah, todah, todah rabbah  - thank you, thank you, thank you. 
What is the significance of this day?  On one level, this moment is but a concretization of what has been occurring, especially in recent years.  Women learning on the highest levels at institutions like Nishmat, Midreshet Lindenbaum, Drisha and Stern College, and women spiritually serving our community as religious leaders in some of the pre-eminent synagogues in the country like KJ – Congregation Kehillat Jershurun and Lincoln Square Synagogue, and soon at Bais Abe in St. Louis where Rori will be serving.  
On another, we take a humble but important step forward.  This is the first time women in Orthodoxy are institutionally granted ordination as clergy, the samchut of heter hora’ah larabim – to be decisors of Jewish law, and to be spiritual leaders.  
As an institutional ordination, you, our graduates, have paved the way for others to follow – kol Hakavod.  Clearly, we’ve identified a need as synagogues and other institutions have engaged your spiritual service, and more are turning to us, not only synagogues, but Hillels, schools and national organizations, seeking the voices of women in religious leadership.

Ruth, Rachel and Abby.  We are living in the time when the words of the prophet Amos are coming true.  Hinei yamim ba’im – behold days are coming, when people will be hungry and thirsty to hear the word of God – lishmo’ah et divrei Hashem. (Amos 8:11)  Today, people everywhere are seeking meaning.  They are searching for Torah.  They are searching for God.  What’s needed are spiritual leaders, men and women, who can light that fire and teach that message.  
Reverberating throughout this space, as you receive your klaf, will be your response to this calling – the proverbial hineni – here am I, ready to serve, ready to do, ready to commit myself to the Jewish people and the world. 

As you proclaim hineni, all assembled here and beyond sing out hashmi’ini, words from Shir Hashirim:

Hashmi’ini et kolech: let us listen to your voice, as your congregants, Rachael, have joyously declared in Chicago and soon at Congregation Shaar Ha-Shomayim, one of the largest synagogues in North America.
Ki kolech arev: for your voice as a decisor of halakha and teacher of Torah is sweet, as your constituents, Abby, in Montreal, have and will continue to attest.
U’marech naveh: And your presence as a communal leader and empathetic listener is pleasing, as evident, Ruth, in your avodat ha-kodesh, your holy serivce in Riverdale, at the Bayit, and soon, in Washington, DC at the National Synagogue, Congregation Ohev Sholom.  

This is a moment of kedusha, the moment of granting ordination.  In the spirit of ein kedusha beli hachanah, there is no holiness without preparation, just moments before the ordination, let us join in tefillah for our graduates - 
Ruth, Rachel and Abby.
We offer the tefillah that you and your families know health, life and fulfillment;
We offer the tefillah that you receive God’s light and emanate that light to others - be’orcha nir’eh or;
We offer the tefillah that you forever hear the soulful and songful blessing of hashmi’ini.

Please join in!!
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