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ABOUT YESHIVAT MAHARAT

Yeshivat Maharat is the first institution to ordain Orthodox women as

spiritual leaders and halakhic authorities. Through a rigorous curriculum of

Talmud, halakhic decision-making (psak), pastoral counseling, leadership

development, and internships, our graduates are prepared to assume the

responsibility and authority to be Poskot (legal arbiters) for the community.

Maharat is a Hebrew acronym for Manhiga Hilkhatit Rukhanit Toranit, one

who is a teacher of Jewish law and spirituality.
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GRADUATES

RACHEL KOHL FINEGOLD will be joining Congregation Shaar Hashomayim
in Montreal as the Director of Education and Spiritual Enrichment. She
previously served for six years as the Education & Ritual Director of Anshe
Sholom B’nai Israel Congregation in Chicago. Rachel is a graduate of
Yeshivat Maharat, received her B.A. in Religion from Boston University, and
completed the Scholars Circle program at the Drisha Institute in New York
City. A founding member of the Orthodox Leadership Project, Rachel was
named one of Chicago’s JUF 36 Under 36. She lives in Montreal with her
husband, Rabbi Avi Finegold, and their two daughters.

RUTH BALINSKY FRIEDMAN is delighted to be joining Ohev Sholom: The
National Synagogue this August to serve in the position of Maharat. She
graduated from Barnard College, and then spent 2 years studying at the
Drisha Institute for Jewish Education. Ruth has planned educational social
justice programming through her work at Or Tzedek and Uri L’Tzedek, and
taught at a variety of locations in New York and Chicago. As a supporter of
dialogue and pluralism, Ruth participated in the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College’s Retreat for Emerging Jewish and Muslim Leaders and the CLAL
Rabbis Without Borders student fellowship, and is currently a JCRC
Community Connections Fellow. Ruth serves as the Congregational Intern at
the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, and interns at the Center for Jewish Living
of the JCC in Manhattan. She lives in Washington Heights with her
husband Yoni, where she teaches private chatan and kallah classes.

ABBY BROWN SCHEIER is a community educator in the larger Montreal
community. She holds a degree in Religious Studies and Humanities from
York University and pursued an M.A. in Bible at The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. As a popular Judaic Studies educator in Montreal, she teaches
students for conversion, marriage, the International Bible Contest, and Bat
Mitzvah. Abby established and serves as principal of a supplementary education
Hebrew high school, initiates study sessions for young parents, and opens her
home for spiritual gatherings. Abby also teaches weekly Torah classes in her
home and at Congregation Shaar Hashomayim, the synagogue where her
husband, Adam, is the Senior Rabbi. They have four daughters.



A MESSAGE FROM THE GRADUATES

Graduating from Yeshivat Maharat is a momentous occasion in our lives. We are all excited, a bit
nervous, and eager to enter this new stage. As we reflect on our journey, we recognize that this would
never have been possible without the support and hard work of so many. It is only appropriate that we
use this space as an opportunity to say thank you.

A mishna in Pirkei Avot 4:5 teaches us:

snkku sunkk ushc ihehpxn snkk ,bn kg snukv rnut ubc ktnah hcrww
ww/,uagku runak snkku sunkk ushc ihehpxn ,uagk ,bn kg snukvu

Rabbi Ishmael the son of Rabbi Yossei would say: One who learns Torah in order to teach, is given the
opportunity to learn and teach. One who learns in order to do, is given the opportunity to learn, teach,
observe and do.

At Yeshivat Maharat, we not only learned Torah in order to teach; we learned Torah in order to serve
the Jewish community. We had many dedicated teachers, both inside and outside of the classroom, who
prepared us to reach this point. It is because of their wisdom and guidance that we are here today.

Todah Rabbah to Rabbi Avi Weiss, who had the vision and courage to create this institution. Thank
you for continuing to stand up publicly for the Yeshiva and its students.

Todah Rabbah to Rabbi Daniel Sperber, who ensured that our learning prepared us for the task at hand.

Todah Rabbah to our Dean, Rabba Sara Hurwitz, who started Yeshivat Maharat so others could share
her dream. Her warmth, knowledge and dedication to Am Yisrael keeps us focused on the goals of the
Yeshiva, empowering us to go out into the community in order to teach and serve the Jewish people
with love.

Todah Rabbah to Rabbi Ysoscher Katz who had the courage to teach us that first year, and who
challenged us to think about halakha in ways we never had before.

Todah Rabbah to Rabbi Jeffrey Fox who made the bold move of becoming our Rosh Yeshiva and who
has not stopped working since. Thank you for the meticulous and thorough teaching of halakha, and
for reminding us each step of the way to be as sensitive to the text as to the people we are teaching.

Todah Rabbah to our gemara teachers, Devorah Zlochower and Smadar Ben-David, who continue to
push us to delve into the details.

Todah Rabbah to our incredible pastoral team, Dr. Esther Altmann and Erin Leib Smokler, for their
insightful guidance and practical training.



Todah Rabbah to our mentors at our jobs and internships, who took time out of their very busy lives
to help us grow outside of the classroom.

Todah Rabbah to the many guest speakers who shared their skills and helped develop and inspire us
to be confident leaders.

Todah Rabbah to the Board of Directors and the Advisory Board, who devoted hours of valuable work
behind the scenes to build Yeshivat Maharat as an institution.

Todah Rabbah to our fellow students for their support. It has been amazing to watch the Yeshiva grow,
and it means so much to be on this journey with all of you.

Todah Rabbah to our families for their love, encouragement, and support.

Tov le’hodot l’Hashem!
We give thanks to the people who made Yeshivat Maharat possible and to God who enabled us to
reach this point in our lives.

RACHEL KOHL FINEGOLD

RUTH BALINSKY FRIEDMAN

ABBY BROWN SCHEIER



A MESSAGE FROM
Rabba Sara Hurwitz, Dean

During Birkat Hakohanim, there is a custom to read the refrain: Chalom chalmati,
v’ayni yodayha ma hu – I dreamed a dream, but I do not know what it means.

Chalom chalmati – I dreamed a dream, and it has surpassed my expectations.

On the occasion of this Inaugural Graduation, I am filled with joy and wonder at
how Yeshivat Maharat has flourished. Four years ago, Rabbi Weiss and I sent out
a call for applications for a new yeshiva, intent on ordaining Orthodox women as

spiritual leaders. Today we are thriving, with fourteen students enrolled, a brilliant faculty, committed
executive and advisory boards, and financial supporters willing to dream with us. On this momentous
day, we are sending off our first three graduates, Rachel, Ruth, and Abby, to inspire and touch the lives
of countless people. Yeshivat Maharat is no longer a dream. It has become an essential component of
the Jewish landscape.

This dream has emerged with help from several very special people. To Rabbi Jeffrey Fox, our Rosh
Yeshiva and my partner in shaping and growing Yeshivat Maharat: Your smiling demeanor and deep
knowledge of halakha combined with compassion for humanity, make you a true role model for our
students. To the Yeshivat Maharat faculty, Dr. Esther Altmann, Erin Leib Smokler and Devorah
Zlochower, you are each an amazing combination of scholarship and sensitivity. You helped us craft a
curriculum that is both traditional and innovative, didactic and practical, professional and personal.
To Dalia Miller, you have become my right hand. Your “can do” attitude and optimistic spirit amaze
me, and have allowed Yeshivat Maharat to soar. To Dr. Sharon Weiss Greenberg, thank you for
helping share our mission with hundreds of potential candidates, and for modeling Torah scholarship
with spiritual striving.

To the Yeshivat Maharat Board of Directors, you are the few courageous leaders who saw Yeshivat
Maharat’s potential. You knew, better than I did, that this day would come. Thank you for standing by
me. To my Angel supporters, you more than anyone, have dreamed with me, and are now able to share
in our successes. Thank you! To the graduation event committee, led by my dear friend and mentor,
Robin Bodner, you have created a beautiful event that is a true testament to this historic moment.
Thank you!

To Rabbi Daniel Sperber, thank you for your guidance through this process, and for your authentic and
unique halakhic scholarship that drives your every decision.

To Rabbi Avi Weiss, this is your dream that you have given me the space to to build. It is your leader-
ship, vision, and deep sense of integrity that has enabled Yeshivat Maharat to flourish.



To my Yeshivat Maharat students, it is because of your dedication to and love for the Orthodox
community, for our Torah and tradition, and for Hakodesh Baruch Hu, that you pioneered this arduous,
world-historical path. Thank you for building the Yeshivat Maharat community and for laying the
groundwork of such rigor and respect.

I cannot let this moment pass without giving my heartfelt hakarat ha-tov to my role model,
Blu Greenberg. You had the fortitude to dream about this day before anyone, and your humility, patience
and drive for justice has kept me on this path. Thank you for believing in me, and encouraging me every
step of the way.

Chalom Chalamti. I dreamed a dream, and it has become a reality because each of you – students,
supporters, and advocates – who dreamed alongside of me of an Orthodox community where men and
women could lead as full members of the clergy. Let us all celebrate this new, equitable epoch in
Jewish history!

B’ahava,

RABBA SARA HURWITZ



A MESSAGE FROM
Rabbi Weiss, Rabbi Fox, and Rabbi Sperber

With gratitude to God and overwhelming joy, we celebrate the first ordination as clergy of Yeshivat
Maharat’s first three graduates. Each graduate is a talmidah hakhamah, blessed with extraordinary skills
that will help her spiritually lead her community.

Ruth Balinsky Friedman served as an intern at the Bayit, the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, inspiring
her congregants with her talks and classes.

Rachel Kohl Finegold served as rabbanit of Anshe Sholom in Chicago, where she has touched the
lives of countless many.

Abby Brown Scheier, as a seasoned Jewish educator, has already impacted powerfully on Am Yisrael.

Having successfully completed their studies, these women are now ordained to answer questions in
halakha (ve-hus'mekha le-horot ho’ra'ah) and be spiritual leaders for their communities.

We have clearly identified a need, as each of our graduates has assumed an important position. Other
congregations and Jewish institutions have reached out to the Yeshiva for interns, seeking in particular
the voice of women in spiritual leadership.

Today our people are searching for meaning, for d'var Hashem. We are in desperate need of spiritual
leadership who can teach this message to the Orthodox community, to the Jewish people at large, and
to humanity. We are confident that Ruth, Rachel and Abby will do that and more.

With blessings to them and their families; with blessings to everyone who has made this day possible;
with thanksgiving that we have been blessed to be part of this great moment.

B'hatzlahah rabbah,

RABBI JEFFREY FOX

RABBI DANIEL SPERBER

RABBI AVRAHAM WEISS



A MESSAGE FROM
Hannah Kehat

Founder and Director of KOLECH - Religious Women’s Forum

Dear Friends,

From Jerusalem the Holy City, we, the members of Kolech, the Orthodox Feminist organization, would
like to send our warm congratulations, with deep admiration for the new Rabbot, Ruth Balinsky
Friedman, Rachel Kohl Finegold, and Abby Brown Scheier, who will be ordained by Rabbi Avi Weiss,
and will become spiritual leaders in the Jewish world. We pray today that “from Maharat will go forth
Torah, and the word of God will reach Jerusalem.”
ww/ohkaurhk wv rcsu vru, tm, ,wwrvnn hfww

The Torah that goes forth from Maharat is Torah of women, of great vision, and of Tikkun Olam.
“Our sister, may you become myriads of thousands” (Bereishit 24:60)
(x:sf ,hatrc) wwvccr hpktk hhv ,t ub,ujtww

B'vracha,

HANNAH KEHAT



A MESSAGE FROM
Leah Krakinowski, Board Chair

There is something about being first; about breaking new ground; about
forging a previously unheard of moral and spiritual path for others to follow.

Today, Yeshivat Maharat makes history as it becomes the first institution to
ordain Orthodox women as spiritual leaders and halakhic authorities who are
bona fide members of the clergy.

Ruth Balinsky Friedman, Rachel Kohl Finegold, and Abby Brown Scheier,
represent our “firsts” to take on religious and spiritual leadership positions in synagogues and in
communities across North America. They do so with the responsibility, authority, and humility to be
Poskot (legal arbiters) for the Jewish community. With this step comes the understanding that
Yeshivat Maharat has paved the way for young women around the world to make their voices heard
as spiritual leaders.

We are fortunate that many others have joined us in our Journey of Firsts, and we are forever grateful
to those who believed in Yeshivat Maharat from the beginning. Since Rabbi Avi Weiss and Rabba Sara
Hurwitz founded Yeshivat Maharat in 2009, more than a million dollars has been raised to help
nourish and sustain our inspirational faculty and growing student body. We are supported by individual
donors and illustrious organizations and foundations such as the Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance
(JOFA), Jewish Women’s Foundation of New York, The Hadassah Foundation, Bikkurim, and Targum
Shlishi. These and others have linked arms with us; stood shoulder-to-shoulder during trying times;
and they continue to spread their enthusiasm for our mission in their communities, synagogues, and
college campuses.

Today, we celebrate our graduates’ accomplishments and thank their families – and our supporters –
for such unending and visionary support. Mazal Tov to our graduates!

B’hatzlacha,

LEAH KRAKINOWSKI



YESHIVAT MAHARAT’S LEADERSHIP

YESHIVAT MAHARAT FACULTY AND STAFF

Rabbi Avi Weiss, Founder
Rabba Sara Hurwitz, Dean

Rabbi Jeffrey Fox, Rosh Yeshiva
Dr. Esther Altmann, Director of Pastoral Training

Erin Leib Smokler, Director of Spiritual Development
Devorah Zlochower, Talmud Chair

Dalia Miller, Assistant Director
Dr. Sharon Weiss Greenberg, Director of Recruitment

STUDENTS

Rachel Kohl Finegold, Class of 2013
Ruth Balinsky Friedman, Class of 2013

Abby Brown Scheier, Class of 2013
Rori Picker Neiss, Class of 2014
Victoria Sutton, Class of 2014
Lila Kagedan, Class of 2015

Miriam Gonczarska, Class of 2015
Dr. Anat Sharbat, Class of 2015

Ramie Smith, Class of 2016
Alissa Thomas, Class of 2016
Dasi Fruchter, Class of 2017

Dr. Carmella Abraham, Class of 2018
Kayla Arons Avraham, Class of 2018

Chava Evans, Class of 2018

EVENT CHAIRS

Rabbi Daniel Smokler
Abigail Tambor

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Robin Bodner
Leah Krakinowski
Belda Lindenbaum

Tamar Major
Carol Kaufman Newman

Daniel Perla

EVENT COMMITTEE

Barbara Dobkin, NY
Len Fassler, NY

Judy Heicklen, NJ
Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld, DC

Gail Katz and Mayer Bick, CA
Neera Kaufman, IL
Steven Laufer, DC

Ann and Jeremy Pava, CT
Daniela Schreiber, NJ

Jane and David Shapiro, IL
Phyllis Shapiro, MO

Heather Sokoloff, Montreal
Zelda R. Stern, NY

Harriet and Marc Suvall, NY
Audrey Axelrod Trachtman, NY

Ariel Groveman Weiner, NY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Leah Krakinowski, Board Chair
Daniel Held
Chani Laufer

Belda Lindenbaum
Andrew Silberstein

Rabbi Daniel Smokler
Abigail Tambor

Dr. Chaim Trachtman

ADVISORY BOARD

Rabbi Michael Balinsky
Smadar Ben-David
Rav David Bigman
Rabbi Steven Exler
Rabbi Zev Farber

Reb Mimi Feigelson
Dr. Sylvia Barack Fishman

Rabbi Aaron Frank
Blu Greenberg

Rabbi David Kalb
Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky

Rachel Keren
Esther Krauss

Rabbi Adam Scheier
Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger

Rabbi Hyim Shafner
Rabbi Mendel Shapiro
Rabbi Daniel Sperber
Rabbi Saul Strosberg
Rabbi Uri Topolosky

Rabbi Avi Weiss
Avigail Zohar



BENEFACTOR $100,000+
S. Daniel Abraham

Chani and Steve Laufer
Mazal tov to the graduates and to Rabba Sara! A wonderful
day for women and for the entire Jewish community.

Belda and Marcel Lindenbaum
We congratulate our three musmachim and wish them success
in their communities.

BUILDER $50,000+
Barbara Dobkin

Marsha and Henry Laufer

Zelda R. Stern and Stanley I. Rosenzweig
With awe and gratitude to Rabba Sara Hurwitz and to Ruth,
Rachel, and Abby for this historic day.

PACESETTER $25,000+
Dr. Giti and Jack Bendheim

Bikkurim

Len Fassler

Seymour Kessler
In memory of my wife Hilda Kessler, Hinde Yael bat Yosef
v’Chaya z”l

SUSTAINER $15,000+
Dr. Susan Folkman

Jewish Women’s Foundation of New York

Carol Kaufman Newman and
Mel Newman
We salute the vision of Rabbi Avi Weiss and Rabba Sara
Hurwitz. Our warmest congratulations to the three graduates.
May they go from chayil to chayil.

Abigail and Shai Tambor

LEADER $10,000+
Anonymous

Rella Feldman

Tamar and Eric Goldstein

Abbie and Moshe Greenberg

Sally Mendelsohn and David Lowenfeld

Linda Mirels

Ann and Jeremy Pava

Harriet and Marc Suvall

Audrey Axelrod Trachtman and
Chaim Trachtman

CHAMPION $5,000+
Rabba Sara Hurwitz and Josh Abraham
Mazal Tov to Maharat Ruth, Rachel and Abby. I am
privileged to call you my colleagues.

Robin and Allen Bodner
Mazal tov Rabba Sara on this historic occasion. You dreamed
the dream and made it a reality. Yasher kokhakhen to Rachel,
Ruth and Abby for achieving this milestone. You are an
inspiration to us all.

Sally Gottesman

Diane Troderman and Harold Grinspoon

Elisa and Alan Pines

Targum Shlishi, a Raquel and Aryeh
Rubin Foundation

Margo and Jack Schwartz

Leah Krakinowski and Andrew Silberstein
For our mothers, who broke new ground in their own
quiet ways.

Ellen and Jerome Stern

Ariel Groveman Weiner and Josh Weiner

PILLAR $2500+
Jennifer Pepper and Jed Bergman

Hinda and Arnold Bramnick

Yitz and Blu Greenberg
On this momentous occasion, in honor of Rav Avi, Rabba
Sara and the Maharat faculty and graduates, who had the
courage to create history.

The Hadassah Foundation

Phyllis Hammer

TR I B UT E SC R OLL

Yeshivat Maharat has been blessed by its Founding supporters, Meah Campaign donors, and
Tribute Scroll contributors, each of whom has made this day possible.



Judy Heicklen

Melanie and Dr. Mervyn Hurwitz
Congratulations graduates and Rabba Sara Hurwitz
on a historic achievement

Maverick Capital

Martin and Judy Moritz
Darling Sara, may you and your team go from strength to
strength and through you may you all grow in wisdom
with Torah Knowledge. Love you and very very proud,
Uncle Martin and Aunty Judy

Valerie Altmann and Daniel Perla

Daniela and Laurence Schreiber

Toby and Rabbi Avi Weiss

PATRON $1800+
Dr. Mayim Bialik

Esther Altmann and Richard Cantor
In honor of Abby, Rachel, Ruth and all of the YM students
for your passion, courage, creativity, dedication and wisdom

Sharon and Matthew Cohen

Dorothy and Herbert Fox

Marcie Hemmelstein

Ina and David Tropper

GUARDIAN $1000+
Aliza Levine and Eric Brown
Mazal tov (Congregation Ohev Sholom,
Washington, DC)

Sandra Liss Friedman
Mazel tov to my amazing daughter-in-law Ruth Balinsky
Friedman. Keep making waves!

Dr. Marc Galanter

Julie Shugarman and Ilan Gewurz

Judy and Shmuel Klitsner

Drs. Naomi and Martin Leib
In honor of Erin Leib Smokler - the personification of a
spiritual and passionate leader

Shari and Nathan Lindenbaum

Jennifer and Mark Pearlman

Dr. Reza Green and Rabbi Moshe Silver
Mazal Tov to the graduates- “Pi-ha patcha b'chochma”

Atara Miller and Rabbi Benjamin Shiller

SUPPORTER $500+
Dr. Myra Rapoport and Rabbi Michael
Balinsky
Mazal Tov to our daughter Ruth. May you teach Torah well.
We are grateful to all your teachers.

Margaret and Chaim Charytan

Congregation Shaar Hashomayim
We congratulate Abby Brown Scheier, Rachel Kohl Finegold,
and Ruth Balinsky Friedman on their respective ordinations
from Yeshivat Maharat. May They Go From Strength To
Strength in Avodat Hakodesh.

Martine and Stanley Fleishman

Beth Pepper and Rabbi Jeffrey Fox

Rabbi Aaron Frank and Laura Shaw Frank
Ateret, Yanniv, Davi and Neri

Amy Fox Griffel and Martin Griffel
May you go from strength to strength!

Shoshana Razel Gordon, Fiona, Stephie,
Chloe, Charlotte, and Joey Guedalia
In honor of Rabba Sara, Rabbi Avi, the graduates, and the
faculty, students, administrators, visionaries, activists and
donors who made this historic holy moment possible!

Rachel Herlands
In honor of Zelda Stern and all the great work she does

Neera and Michael Kaufman

Carmella, Steven, Rani, Refael and
Keren Kubersky
hbut ,hatru hjf v,t hrfc
Kol HaKavod to Ruth, Rachel and Abby for leading the way!

Susanna Levin

Rabbi Asher Lopatin and Anshe Sholom
B’nai Israel
In honor of Rachel Kohl Finegold

Michele and David Morse

Rori Picker Neiss and Russel Neiss
In honor of Abby, Rachel and Ruth: friends, classmates,
colleagues and role models.

Gloria and Burton Nusbacher

Eve Perkal

Lauren and Milton Wakschlag

PILLAR, continued



ASSOCIATE $360+
The Hebrew Institute of Riverdale -
The Bayit
Mazal Tov to the three outstanding graduates, especially
our Intern Ruth Balinsky Friedman. To our beloved
Rabba Sara - Mazal Tov on this momentous occasion -
The Bayit Staff and Community

Rachel and Matthew Berke
In memory of Joyce Annenberg, Yehudis Michla Bat
Avraham Yitzchak v'Shayndel.

Shifra Bronznick

Carole Daman

Darkhei Noam

Mati and Aaron Friedman

Frankston-Morris-Gasner Families,
Harrisburg, PA
And In Your Majesty Prosper, Ride On, On Behalf Of
Truth and Humility And Righteousness And Let Your Right
Hand Teach You Awesome Things. Psalms 45:4

Daniel Held, Arielle Berger, and Reva Held

Dina and Marshall Huebner

Andrea Fastenberg and Marcel Kahan

Nancy Lerea

Dimitri Offengenden

Ramie and the Smith Family
Ruth, Abby and Rachel - Wishing you a tremendous
Mazal Tov! May you continue to inspire those around
you as you have inspired me.

Linda Belfer Weiner and Bernie Weiner
In honor of all the graduates

SPONSOR $250+
Kayla Arons Avraham and David Avraham

Rabbi Yonah and Dr. Rachel Berman
Maharats Ruth, Rachel and Abby and the dedicated
administration, teachers and staff of Yeshivat Maharat:
You inspire us. L'ela ul'ela!

Ruth Fagen

Shira Gordon

Lisa and Eric Halpern

Rachel Slutsky and William Kaplowitz

Chaye Kohl
Rachel Kohl Finegold: With joyful, tearful awe, I wish
you much Hatzlacha; you blaze new paths! Love, Ema

Esther and Rabbi Simcha Krauss

Devorah Zlochower and Rabbi Dov Linzer
May you go from strength to strength

Barbara Mazor

Miriam and Ira Parness

Barbara and Dr. Joel Rascoff

Elaine and Tobias Robinson

Dr. Elana Zion Golumbic and Rabbi
Mishael Zion
In honor of Am Yisrael motivating this historic moment,
and the men and women who got us here. Mazal Tov!

FRIEND $180+
Jed Abraham
In honor of Josh Abraham and Rabba Sara

Anonymous
In honor and memory of Prof. Hana Safrai

Renee, Ted, Philip and Max Baltuch
In honor of the graduation of our rebbetzin Abby Brown
Scheier and Maharat Rachel Kohl Finegold.

Ilana Benson

Judy and Mark Caplan
May you continue to be a source of learning and
inspiration to us all

Ellen Cherrick

Teachers and Friends at Drisha
“Ride on in the cause of truth and righteousness and let
your right hand lead you to awesome deeds.” Psalms 45:5

Beverly and Andrew Druck
May you go from strength to strength, Yashar Kochechem

Shira Billet and Rabbi Steven Exler

Adina and Steven Fredman

Toba and Robert Goldberg
In honor of Rabba Sara Hurwitz and in memory my
mother, Harriet Weitz

Zella and Glenn Goldfinger

In memory of Pauline Simon

Ilana and Gil Goldschein
Mazel Tov Abby, a true Bat-Torah and a dear friend.
With love

Beth Hait

Nina Black and Avery Hart

JOFA (Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance)
To the first Maharats: JOFA wishes you all much strength
and success in your historic journeys. Ta’alu v’tatzlichu!

Lila Kagedan



Nessa Rapoport, Tobi Kahn, Josh, Mattie
and Doria
To honor our chalutzah, Ruth Balinsky Friedman, from her
very proud family. With love

Erica and Scott Kaplan
Rabba Sara, this is an amazing accomplishment and we are
so proud of you.

Dr. Lynn and Rabbi Dr. Alexander Kaye
In honor of the graduates, Rabba Sara Hurwitz and
Rabbi Avi Weiss, Mazal Tov!

Karen Kolodny
In honor of Dr. Esther Altmann

Inna and Dmitry Korenblit and Family
Mazel Tov, Abby! We are really proud of you!
May this be just the beginning of your many successes.

Lucy and David Kurtzer-Ellenbogen

Eve Landau
Congratulations graduates and Rabba Sara Hurwitz on a
historic achievement.

David, Vicky, Ian, Julia and Hayley
Langleben
Best wishes

Sol and Karen Liss
Mazal tov to our niece, Maharat Ruth Balinsky Friedman,
and to all the graduates.

Rabbi Asher, Rachel, Shayna, Cara, Judah
and Gideon Lopatin
Mazal Tov to Ruth Balinsky Friedman and Abby Brown
Schier and especially to our own Rachel Kohl Finegold!

David Mann

Jill Mirowitz Mogil and David Mogil

Drs. Ailene and Noel Nusbacher

Shani Cohen and Gil Orbach

Letty Cottin Pogrebin
Kudos to these three brilliant scholars and feminist pioneers

Rabbi Sally Priesand
To our ordinees - May you find as much satisfaction in
serving the Jewish people as I have.

Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso
May your teaching be a new song for our people. Mazal Tov!

Shani and David Schwartz

Devora Steinmetz and Rabbi David Silber

Ruthie Simon

Charles Hall and Paula Sinclair
We salute Chaye Kohl, mother of Rachel Kohl Finegold,
for her decades of service to the Jewish community.

Erin Leib Smokler and Daniel Smokler
Mazal Tov to the graduates! It has been a profound
privilege to accompany you on this tremendous journey.

Ann Wimpfheimer and Eddie Snyder
Mazal Tov to Yeshivat Maharat's First Graduates Ruth,
Rachel and Abby. May you go from strength to strength
as you serve Klal Yisrael.

Robert Spiegel and Dr. Barbara
Gaims-Spiegel
In memory of Ruth Gordon Gaims, Evelyn Kopple
Spiegel, and Rose Gordon Bergman

Sharon Samet and Yaakov Stern

Adina Shoulson and Todd Stern

Michelle Stone

Bob and Surie Sugarman
Sorry we can't be with you on this historic occasion.
Mazal Tov to you all!

Rabbi Didi, Mark Tannin, and Alissa Thomas
(Class of ’16)
Thank you Reb Jeff, Rav Avi, and Rabba Sara for leading
the way for Orthodox women!

Adrienne and Michael Turok

Susan Holzman Wachsstock

Jonathan Waitman

Women’s Tefillah Group of Raritan Valley
Mazal Tov to the Yeshivat Maharat graduates; an important
step for women and Judaism.

The Monday Morning Torah Institute at
Shaar Hashomayim, Montreal
Mazal Tov on your incredible achievement of becoming a
maharat, we are so proud of you!

From the Students at Yeshivat Maharat
In honor of all the women who came before us and forged the
path that we now walk.

ADVOCATE $100+
Wendy Amsellem
Mazal Tov! It has been a pleasure to learn with you.

Jennifer Breger

Michael Brown

Lynn and Bob Cohen

Rabbi Yonatan Cohen and Frayda
Gonshor Cohen

Carol Cunradi

Yehudit Robinson and Sam Daitch

Claire Dienstag

FRIEND, continued



Rabbi Menashe and Donna East and
the Mount Freedom Jewish Center,
Randolph, NJ

Nancy Stern Scholem and Rabbi Moshe
Edelman

Reb Mimi Feigelson

Shira Fishman

Danny and Sally Frankel

Ruth Balinsky Friedman and Yoni
Friedman

Rena and Harold Fruchter

Richard Goldberger

Esther and Jack Goldman

Carolyn and Howard Graybow

Drs. Milagros and Michael Greenberg

Sima and Allan Greenberg

Jennifer Grosberg

Ruth Brooks Gross

Paige Klotz and Richard Grossman

Dr. Jan Hackman

Avigayil Halpern

Rachel Heisler

Rabbi Jason Herman

Ellen Hertzmark

Roberta and Bernard Horowitz

Ariel and Rabbi David Ingber, Romemu

Bracha and David Jaffe

Evelyn Jakabovics

Karen Jordan
Congratulations to the first graduating class of Yeshivat Maharat.

Louise Kahn

Deborah Yasinsky and Rabbi David Kalb

Elana Katz

Dr. Sharon Flatto and Rabbi Ysoscher Katz

Abby and Mordy Kehat

Michael Kellman

Deborah Klein

Dr. Frances Flug and Reuben Koolyk

Jessica and Richard Langer
In honor of HIR Intern & Maharat Graduate
Ruth Balinsky Friedman

Jean-Charles Le Brun
In honor of Abby Brown Scheier upon her graduation

Karen and Norman Lerner

Nechama and Billy Liss-Levinson

Ruth Licht

Chaya and Chaim Marks

Dalia Miller

Cecily and Eli Oberstein

Oboeler Family

Bea and Jay Pearl

Brooke and Rabbi Yossi Pollak

Judith Kaplan and Lawrence Polsky
In honor of the pioneering graduates and the visionaries,
leaders and teachers who have enabled their achievements.

Toby and Maurice Reifman

Liane Feldman and Hillel Rosen
In admiration of Abby Brown Scheier as a role model
and leader. Yasher Koach!

Rivka Weiser and Ted Rosenbaum

Janet and Dr. Alan Rosenthal
In honor of Rabba Sara

Rachel Wolkinson Rubinstein and
Jason Rubinstein

Lamelle and Rob Ryman
Mazal tov to graduates, faculty and visionaries of Yeshivat
Maharat! Thank you to Rabba Sara for her love, wisdom,
and courage.

Nigel Savage

Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger

Phil and Jean Schneider

Micky and Erin Schon

Yaira Frankel-Schroeder and Joshua

Schroeder

Ellen and Mark Schwartz and Jamie
Schwartz

Jane Shapiro

Ruth Slater

Sarah Gershman and Daniel Silverberg

Erica and Zev Skolnick

Susan and Robert Smith

Amy Stone

Antonia Tamplin

Amy and Joel Wolfson

Norma and Rabbi David L. Woolfson
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DEVOTEE: TO $99
Riva Alper

Anonymous

Trisha Arlin

Bais Abraham Congregation

Anne Bergman

Joyce and Isaac Ben-Ezra

Rabbi Robyn Fryer Bodzin

M B Bordman

Stephanie Breslaw

Ruth and Howard Bromberg

Chaya and Allan Gordon Burstyn
Congratulations to the graduates

Deborah Chargois

Stacey Guthartz Cohen

Marilyn and Robert Damast

Rabbi Amy Eilberg
Mazal tov v'shefa berachot to my sisters in the rabbinate.

Yedida Eisenstat

Tibor Engel

Josie and William Englehart

Rachel Kohl Finegold and Rabbi Avi
Finegold

Joyce Fishman

Rabbi Cherie Koller-Fox and Professor

Everett Fox

Marilyn and Robert Fried

Dasi Fruchter

Elisha and Samuel Gechter

Bonnie Geller-Geld and Isaac Geld

Lisa Gilbert

Ann Glazer

Gloria Golbert

Philip Howard Gold

Leslie Goldress

Shawna Goodman

Judith and Robert Grauman

Pam Ehrenkranz and Matt Greenberg

Rabbi Gabe Greenberg

Deborah Braverman and Hillel Grossman

Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez and Dustin
Gutierrez

Tamara Halle

Rabbi Nathaniel Helfgot and Congregation
Netivot Shalom, Teaneck, NJ

Wendy Goulston and Larry Heligman

Rabbi Tyson Herberger

Richard Hirsh

Daria and Yechiel Hoffman

Marilyn and Richard Jedwab

Haina and Bernard Just-Michael

Bunny and Arnie Kaplan

Carole Kaufman

Stacey and William Kellar

Amichai Kinsberg

Ann Kirschner

Doug and Debri Klein and Family
Mazel Tov and Yashar Kochach to Ruth Balinsky Friedman.
We are very proud of you.

Amy Koplow

Evan Krame

Francesca and Joshua Kranzberg

Arwen Kuttner

Michelle Levine

June and Rose Levine

Dina Epstein and Eitan Levisohn

Rachel Lieberman

Rabbi Ari Hart, Becca Linden and
Hody Lindenhart
In honor or Ruth Balinsky Friedman

Allison and Seth Lyons

Robin Mader (Shaar Hashomayim)

Ernestina Osorio

Jenny Medina and Josh Pashman
In honor of the graduates and Reb Mimi from whom our 9
month old daughter Elsa will learn so much. We are grateful.

Anne Pfeffer

Daniella Pressner and Rabbi Saul Strosberg,
Cole, Amalia, and Ravital Pressner
Abby - Mazel Tov on this incredible accomplishment.
Your embodiment of courage, intellect, sensitivity, and
stamina is humbling. We are so sorry we could not be there
with you to celebrate. MAZEL TOV!



Felice Helfgott and Esther Rollhaus
Mazal tov to three exceptional women.

Jill and Thomas Sacks

Paul Saiger

The Santoriello Family
In honor of Rabba Sara and her work at the HIR,
thanks for your support of our family

Lucy and James Schmeidler

Shelley and Jonathan Schneiderman
Mazal Tov to Abby and Rachel.

Adina Segal

Sara Winkelman and Rabbi Hyim Shafner

Phyllis and Jack Shapiro

Shayna Sheinfeld

Jacob Siegel

Allie Alperovich and Dr. Jeremy Simon

Beth Snider

Judith and Dr. Gerald Teller
In honor of Ruth Balinsky Friedman

Sara Susswein Tesler and David Tesler

Jennifer and Rabbi Zachary Truboff

Susan Weisberg

Deborah Wenger

Rabbi Seth Winberg

Susan Wolman

Drs. Ali and Ari Yares

Naomi Zaslow

DEVOTEE, continued



3700 Henry Hudson Parkway, 2nd Floor
Riverdale, NY 10463

718-796-0590
www.yeshivatmaharat.org
info@yeshivatmaharat.org

“Our sister, may you become a multitude.” (Genesis 24:60)


